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Dear Butte Falls Charter School Parents and Students, 
 

I appreciate your patience as we have been working through the state guidance for reopening our school. 
This is a very serious decision which weighs the health and safety of everyone against the manner in which 
we provide teaching and learning for all of our students. This summer the requirements from the Oregon 
Health Authority (OHA) and Oregon Department of Education (ODE) have increased and changed as  
COVID-19 infection rates have grown across our state and county. Even so, we are preparing to provide any 
of the three models for instruction when allowed by the state.  
 

Those models include Comprehensive Distance Learning (no students at our school facilities), Hybrid 
Learning (some-to-many students at school for some or all of the time with some distance learning) and On-
Site Learning (all students at school for classes). While our facilities will be prepared for all three of these 
models, the state metrics for state and county infection rates will determine which we can pursue at any 
given time.  
 

1. Health and Safety are our first priority. Regardless of the model, we will follow the requirements for 
personal health protection on our school campuses throughout this year. These include: 

• Physical distancing (minimizing close contact with other people),  

• Hand hygiene (frequent washing with soap and water or using hand sanitizer),  

• Cohorts (limiting size of groups and minimizing mixing of groups),  

• Protective equipment (appropriate use of face coverings and barriers),  

• Environmental cleaning and disinfecting (especially of high-touch surfaces),  

• Isolation of sick people and quarantine of exposed people, and  
 

I must reiterate, appropriately worn masks are the standard required face covering in every district facility 
and on every campus. While the research so far suggests properly worn medical grade masks are the most 
effective face covering for reducing the transmission of COVID-19, we are researching the alternative types 
of masks that are also effective. We will consider modifications to the type of face covering if a person has a 
specific disability.  
 

Until otherwise directed by the state, we will also restrict access to our school campuses to district 
employees, contracted consultants, and students, as allowed. In cases where we need to meet with parents 
on campus, we will follow the above personal health protection requirements. When students are allowed 
back on campus, we will also implement procedures for checking students into school will include bus 
transportation procedures and checking each morning for COVID-19 symptoms.  

 

2. We will open the year with Comprehensive Distance Learning (CDL) and stay with this model for the first 
nine-week term of school. Why? Given the recent spike in infection rates and test positivity both at the state 
and Jackson County level, we are not permitted to begin school with students on campus. While there are 
varying opinions about how the state set its standards for having students on site, the fact remains that 
Oregon's current rates are well above those for countries that have successfully reopened schools to learning 
in person. A clear explanation of this is included in the most current Oregon guidance for schools (Ready 
Schools, Safe Learners, Version 3.0.1)* and is available at the Oregon Department of Education website. 
(Note: A detailed description and explanation of the Community Health Metrics begins on page 17 and 
continues through page 21). We will follow the state guidance to reduce health and safety risks for our 
students and staff.  
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3. We will organize our resources to support the success of our students. While we are as capable as any 
other school to provide CDL, our school philosophy (and strength) is as a hands-on, real-world teaching and 
learning environment. Our students do best when they are on site every day and engaged directly with our 
staff in learning in Butte Falls. For this reason, we will organize our facilities to be ready to welcome back 
students in the safest environment we can provide that ensures compliance with state health requirements. 
This means that even as we prepare for CDL we will also move classrooms and furniture around to provide 
sufficient space to serve all of our students when they can return based on state requirements.  
 

4. Some of our work will be different for a while. We have worked hard to recruit and retain a dedicated, 
team-oriented classified support staff that plays defined roles when school is on-site every day. With the 
change to CDL, we will have different needs for support. This means some of our support staff will be doing 
some new and different tasks. These employees were key in providing food and homework deliveries in the 
spring. We will continue to provide (deliver) breakfast and lunch to our students and the other children in 
their families as well as shuttle books, homework, and other instructional materials between homes and 
school while CDL is in place. 
 

5. Our planning and preparation is still a work in progress.  We will continue to develop and refine our plan 
to bring our students back to on-site classes when the state COVID-19 metrics are met and have stabilized. 
The state requires schools to submit a formal Operational Blueprint for Reentry. Our Blueprint will be posted 
on our website on August 17 and replaced with updates as the year progresses. The requirements for the 
Blueprint are intended to ensure everyone's safety no matter what instructional model is in effect. If you see 
something that you are specifically concerned about, please email me directly with your concern or 
suggestion at feedback@buttefalls.k12.or.us.  
 

We will review timelines monthly and communicate with all parties (all staff, parents, students, and our 
community) when we are able to make transitions to hybrid or on-site learning. Your feedback in the recent 
secondary student and parent surveys has been helpful feedback. We will continue to check in with you 
throughout the year.  
 

6. Adjustments to the School Year Calendar. Given the required shift to CDL, we need a little more time to 
ensure we are ready for the start of school. We are adjusting our school calendar—specifically, the start date 
for students. In the next several weeks we will retrieve, clean, repair and update the Chromebooks we 
loaned out to students this summer. We plan to redeploy the Chromebooks on Tuesday and Wednesday, 
September 8 and 9. Those two days will also serve as additional planning and preparation days for teachers 
and staff. Thursday and Friday (September 10 and 11) will be our first two days of CDL school for students.  
 

We are here to serve your student and family even in this season of the COVID-19 pandemic. Thank you for 
your continuing support for Butte Falls Charter School and our students and families. Please do not hesitate 
to contact me via feedback@buttefalls.k12.or.us  if you have additional questions, suggestions or concerns. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 

*The ODE written guidance referenced here is available at: https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-

family/healthsafety/documents/ready%20schools%20safe%20learners%202020-21%20guidance.pdf 

 Dr.  Phil Long, Superintendent 
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